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Putnam Reservoir is adjacent to the property that is
to be preserved.

PURA OKs land sale
Greenwich, land trust to preserve 70-acre Lake Avenue site
By Ken Borsuk

GREENWICH — With a thumbs up from the state’s
regulatory agency, the deal to preserve more than 70
acres of open space in the backcountry is one step
closer to reality.

The state Public Utility Regulatory Authority approved
a deal Wednesday for Aquarion Water Co. to sell a
parcel of forest and wetlands at 836 Lake Ave. to the
town of Greenwich and the Greenwich Land Trust for
$2 million.

“Aquarion is very pleased with the decision,” Peter
Fazekas, director of corporate communications for
Aquarion, said Thursday. “We are proud to partner with
the town of Greenwich and the Greenwich Land Trust
to add 72.27 acres of open space. This is a win for the

whole community.”

The land trust and town will each contribute $1 million toward the sale, which was first announced in
February.

The town could not be reached for comment. But GLT’s Executive Director Will Kies said the group is
now “one step closer” to finalizing the deal.

“With large undeveloped parcels becoming increasingly rare, conserving those that remain becomes
vitally important,” Kies said. “Converse Brook Preserve, as the 72 acres will be known, will provide an
expansive new greenway for the Greenwich community.”

Converse Brook Preserve will be the largest preserve for the land trust, which now protects 776 acres of
open space, he said.

According to Fazekas, the plan still needs approval from the town’s Inland Wetlands and Watercourses
Agency as well as the Planning and Zoning Commission. Barbara Heins, executive assistant to the first
selectman, said the sale will also have to be approved by the Board of Selectmen and Representative
Town Meeting.

The Planning and Zoning Commission will also have to approve a subdivision of the land because
Aquarion is planning to sell an adjacent 8 acres in a separate deal. The money from the sale will be



reinvested into capital improvements of the water system, Aquarion said.

In February, First Selectman Fred Camillo called the acquisition “a great opportunity for the town.”

In its approval, PURA found that the sale is in keeping with all state regulations and represents fair
market value for the site.

According to PURA’s records, a public hearing on the sale was held via Zoom on May 12. The record
states that speakers “noted the scenic beauty of the land as well as the diverse habitat of the subject
property that many believe is a bio-diverse natural habitat.”

Letters were also submitted to support the acquisition of new open space “to enhance the preservation of
unique woodlands and wetlands as important natural resources.”

Under the agreement, the Greenwich Land Trust will have ownership of the land and will be responsible
for its upkeep and maintenance. The town will hold an easement on the property to ensure it is kept as
open space and that residents have access to it.

Kies said the land trust is raising money to cover the purchase and as well as an additional $250,000 for
“development of minimal infrastructure and for the long-term stewardship of the property.”

Hiking, birding and nature walks will be allowed on the land, Kies said.

The preserve will be part of a larger 800-acre open space corridor that includes the land trust’s 52-acre
Westfall Preserve, 297-acre town-owned Babcock Preserve and the 453 acres of Aquarion properties that
make up Rockwood and Putnam Reservoirs.

Save the Sound said it has been supporting the negotiations among the land trust, the town and the water
company to preserve the land. The nonprofit submitted formal comments to PURA in support of the deal.

“It’s rare that a parcel of wetland and forest like this one becomes available for permanent conservation
in an urban area,” said Kat Fiedler, legal fellow at Save the Sound. “Without the outstanding leadership
and intervention of Greenwich Land Trust and the town and state law that encourages conservation of
water company-owned lands, this property would have been incredibly vulnerable to development.

“ Greenwich residents and wildlife would have lost a beautiful landscape and all the ecological and
human benefits it gives,” Fiedler said. kborsuk@greenwichtime.com


